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Forthcoming Events

Here are the current events organised for 2003.  Please put the dates below in your diary.

Thursday 8th May, House of Lords, 1700, The Gladwyn Lecture. 
Speaker, Professor Brenda Gourley, Vice Chancellor, the Open University.

Thursday 29th May.  All day meeting on Education and GATS (General Agreement on Trade in Services)  Marlborough House, London, in association with the Commonwealth Secretariat and the UK Forum for International Education and Training.

Tuesday 24th June, Annual Conference, 1000-1700, in association with the League for the Exchange of Commonwealth Teachers and the British Council, “The recruitment and migration of teachers in the Commonwealth”.

July 18th-20th.  Symposium on Education in Nigeria. Lensbury Conference Centre, Teddington Lock.  Organised jointly with the Nigerian Federal Ministry of Education.

Attendance by invitation. 

15th Commonwealth Conference of Education Ministers, Edinburgh   A CEC address and reception is being planned for Sunday 26th  October 2003, with a prominent guest speaker.  The Commonwealth Consortium for Education, of which CEC is a founding member, plans to hold it inaugural conference in Edinburgh on October 24th and 25th.

The links between Education and Trade – planned for Autumn 2003.

The role of English in the Commonwealth - A joint meeting with the English Speaking Union and the British Council planned for early 2004

For further details of the above events, contact the Activities Secretary,  John May on 01628 822292; email: john.may@kcl.ac.uk

New Patron and Parliamentary Chair

We are delighted to announce that the Rt Hon Baroness Chalker of Wallasey  (Linda Chalker) has agreed to be a  Council for Education in the Commonwealth joint Patron from the Conservative Party, replacing the late Baroness Young.  We are equally delighted to announce that Valerie Davey,  MP for Bristol West has agreed to become a  joint Parliamentary Chair from the Labour Party.  We will be including a profile of our new Patron and Parliamentary Chair in the next issue of CEC  News. 

The Gladwyn Lecture

The first Annual Lecture was given in 1996 by Dr Gajaraj Dhanarajan, President and Chief Executive of the Commonwealth of Learning.  The seventh Annual Lecture, on Thursday 8th May, will be given by Professor Brenda Gourley, Vice-chancellor of the Open University.  It will be in the Moses Room in the House of Lords at 5.00pm.  It will be hosted by Lord Judd of Portsea..  

Professor Brenda Gourley became the first woman Vice-Chancellor of a South African University when she was appointed to the position of Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the University of Natal in 1994.  Professor Gourley is a professional accountant and holds a Master of Business Leadership degree from the University of South Africa.

As Vice-Chancellor of the University of Natal, Professor Gourley led both students and staff through what is widely recognised as the most successful restructuring process and transformation of a university in South Africa. 

In recognition of the work of one of our former Patrons, Gladwyn Jebb, the First Lord Gladwyn, we are calling the Annual Lecture, the Gladwyn Lecture.  The 1st Baron Gladwyn, GCMG, GCVO, CB, Grand Cross, Legion d’Honneur (spelling?) was a distinguished diplomat who held a number of important positions at the end of the Second World War.  He was Head of the Reconstruction Department from 1942; and after the war he attended important conferences including Potsdam and Yalta. He was Acting Secretary-General of the United Nations on its establishment and was the UK’s first Permanent Representative at the UN from 1950 to 1954.  Lord Gladwyn was an enthusiastic and active supporter of the CEC up to the time of his death in 1996, aged 96.  We are delighted that Lord Gladwyn’s son, the Second Baron Gladwyn, has agreed that we should name the Annual Lecture in his father’s honour.   

Events Past 

The Commonwealth Education Fund

On Tuesday 28th January in the Moses Room in the House of Lords, Sir Edward George , Governor of the Bank of England and Chair of the Oversight Committee of the Commonwealth Education Fund spoke about the Fund and its goals.  £10 million has already been pledged to the fund by the Government with a further £10 to follow if matching funds can be raised from business and industry.  This money is to be used to enable selected Commonwealth countries meet the Millennium Development Goals .  The text of Sir Eddie’s talk can be found on the CEC website, (www.cecomm.org.uk.)  Further information about the CEF can be found on its website, (www.commonwealtheducationfund.org), or from the CEF Co-ordinator, Hamlyn House, MacDonald Road, London, N19 5PG, telephone 020 7561 7561.

Educating about the Commonwealth

More than 100 people attended the conference on “Educating about the Commonwealth” 27th February at the Commonwealth Club. This important and very successful meeting was organised by the Royal Commonwealth Society and the Council for Education in the Commonwealth, and was supported by the Department for Education and Skills, the Association of Commonwealth Universities, the League for Exchange of Commonwealth Teachers, the Commonwealth Policy studies Unit/Institute of Commonwealth Studies and the Round Table.  This active support, both financial and in kind, meant that the charge for the conference could be kept to a nominal level.

Urgent Cabinet business kept Rt Hon Charles Clarke MP, Secretary of State for Education and Skills from delivering the Keynote Address.  He did however send a message stating that he considered that Learning about the Commonwealth gave children opportunity to develop their understanding of international and multicultural issues.  He considered that it was vitally important that future generations understood the value of the Commonwealth.

The conference was introduced by Baroness Prashar, Chair of the RCS.  Sessions included Professor Jagdish Gundara talking on “Intercultural education, social cohesion and the Commonwealth” , Steve Sinott,  talking on “Educating for citizenship – what role for the Commonwealth”, and Patsy Robinson talking on “Promoting the Commonwealth message: the UK and beyond”.  Each main speaker was followed by a discussant, who in ten minutes selected points of agreement or disagreement, and general discussion.

The early afternoon was given over to four workshop groups with a plenary feedback.  

The conference ended with a discussion on “Further tasks, future directions: the Edinburgh 15 CCEM and beyond with contributions from Sir Eddie George on the Commonwealth Education Fund, and Colin Maclean, (Head, International Relations Unit in the Scottish Executive) on arrangements for the 15 CCEM.

Both the RCS and CEC see this conference as the start of a debate about the great need for education about the Commonwealth in the UK, and are planning follow-up activities.  The conference proceedings are being published and will be made available to members of the CEC.

Membership Matters

Membership matters crucially to the success and survival of the Council for Education in the Commonwealth.  Income from individual and corporate subscriptions pays for the running costs of the CEC, including not only such things as the production and posting of notices but the organisation of meetings and the publication of materials.  A dedicated core of Commonwealth enthusiasts (including our Parliamentary Patrons and Chairs) give much of their time to seeing that the CEC is an active and progressive organisation working for the advancement of education in the Commonwealth.  To misquote Lord Kitchener, “Your CEC needs you.”  The CEC needs you to encourage others to join and for more members to become actively engaged in CEC activities.  Read on for further details. 

Membership drive

CEC officers are currently engaged in a major membership drive.  As with any organisation, CEC’s effectiveness is determined by its members.  What binds us together is conviction  in the value of the Commonwealth as a force for good in the world and a belief in Commonwealth values, and that education is the key to bringing about change.  Many of our members have worked in Commonwealth countries in education, as school and university  teachers and educational administrators.  Others have experience of other Commonwealth countries through visits and exchanges.  We know that there are many more who share our enthusiasm for the Commonwealth.  The CEC officers need to enlist your help in getting others to join the Council for Education in the Commonwealth.  With this CEC News we are including some membership forms.  Please pass these on to people you think might be interested in joining CEC and give them every encouragement to join.       

The CEC and the Royal Commonwealth Society Joint Membership

The CEC and the Royal Commonwealth Society have worked closely together on many occasions.  Our very successful seminar on Educating about the Commonwealth on February 27th attracted more than 100 participants.  The Royal Commonwealth Society is first and foremost an influential organisation greatly concerned with and involved in Commonwealth affairs.  Through the Commonwealth Club the RCS offers members a range of facilities in Central London.  The Commonwealth Club, in Northumberland Avenue - only two or three minutes walk from Charing Cross and Embankment Stations - has a world-class restaurant offering an international cuisine, two bars, comfortable seating areas and a private Members’ Lounge.  It has many other facilities including internet access and meeting facilities.  The Commonwealth Club hosts a varied programme of public affairs and social events.  Members can get a 35% discount at the adjacent Citadines Aparthotel. 

Through CEC you can now join the Royal Commonwealth Society for a concessionary fee of £50 per annum.  This represents a considerable saving as the normal cost is £100 joining fee and £200 per annum (£150 per annum for those more than 50 miles from London).  Many CEC members are already members of the Royal Commonwealth Society.  If you are not a member of the RCS, now is your chance to join at a very advantageous rate.  If you want to join the RCS, please complete the form enclosed with this CEC News and send it, together with a cheque for £50, to the CEC at the address at the end of this Newsletter.  This will cover your membership of the RCS for one year.  
Membership Secretary

Your Executive Committee has made the decision of handing over the mechanical part of the job to the Charities Aid Foundation, who undertake the tasks of collecting subscriptions and sending out reminders.  You will shortly receive a communication from CAF about this change.  This means that the Membership Secretary can concentrate on the task of increasing membership and, together with the Communications Secretary, publicise the work of the CEC.

For the past two years our Hon. Membership Secretary, Malcolm Dalziel has worked hard to put our Membership on a firm footing.  He now feels it is time to hand over to person who will bring a fresh approach to this important post.  There is a vacancy for the position of Membership Secretary.  The Membership Secretary is one of the core group of officers who are responsible for the smooth running of CEC affairs.  The Membership Secretary is responsible for keeping the membership database up to date, publicising the advantages of being a member of CEC, arranging special deals for members such as the advantageous agreement with the RCS, and generally having an overview of membership issues.  Inevitably it will mean attending some meetings of the Executive Committee and working groups but the demand on time can be kept to a minimum.  If you, or someone you know, is interested in taking on the job of Membership Secretary then please contact the Honorary Secretary, Kees Maxey, phone:01277 212357, email: kees.maxey@geo2.poptel.org.uk

Commonwealth Consortium for Education

The last edition of CEC News announced the setting up of the Commonwealth Consortium for Education (CCfE) in which CEC is one of twelve Commonwealth education NGOs co-ordinating their efforts on behalf of Commonwealth education. The Consortium has been invited to nominate a representative to attend the next planning meeting of the 15th Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers (CCEM) Parallel Symposium in Edinburgh. The Consortium will be formally constituted at an inaugural conference to be held on the eve of the CCEM in Edinburgh in October. 

15th Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers), Edinburgh, October 2003

As mentioned in the last CEC News, the United Kingdom will host the 15th Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers ((15th CCEM ) in Edinburgh from October 27th to 30th 2003, for only the second time since 1959 when the first CCEM was held in Oxford (an event which prompted the foundation of the Council for Education in the Commonwealth in that year). 

Many CEC members heard the presentation from Colin Maclean (Head of the International Relations Unit of the Scottish Executive), who chairs the UK Planning Board for 15CCEM, when he addressed our Educating about the Commonwealth Conference on February 27.  He spoke then about the different elements of the Edinburgh events, which include the Ministers’ Conference, the Parallel Symposium, the Youth Summit, and the Showcase of Best Practice.

The Symposium will take place in the Edinburgh International Conference Centre, alongside the CCEM and the Showcase.  Its theme is Access, Inclusion, Achievement: Building Commonwealth Capacity, and will run from Monday morning to Wednesday afternoon opening in advance of the formal opening of the Conference, but sharing some events with it.  The numbers are to be limited to 300.  We learn that the enrolment fee will be £495  for registration before the end of June; and £595  thereafter.  CEC and the Consortium have both expressed the concern that this level of fee could keep out most developing-country (and many UK) NGOs and individuals unless they can find sponsorship. 

The Conference organisers are looking for keynote speakers on the three themes of Access, Inclusion and Achievement to start the Conference on Monday morning.

Interested members who feel they could usefully contribute to the CEC’s input to the 15th CCEM, and who can make the necessary time commitment, are invited to contact CEC’s Secretariat.

More information about the 15CCEM is available on the dedicated website www.15CCEM.com 

Symposium on the future of Nigerian education: a joint Nigerian-British event

This symposium, to be held from July 17 to 20, 2003  at the Lensbury Conference Centre, Teddington Lock, has been planned in the run-up to the 15th Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers (CCEM) in October 2003 in Edinburgh and the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) in December in Abuja.  These events make it an appropriate year in which to focus on Nigeria (one of the Commonwealth’s most populous countries) and should give an opportunity to carry forward into the Commonwealth arena any major concerns and ideas for potential joint activities.

The symposium’s programme has been put together after consultation between members of the CEC Executive Committee and both government and non-government educationalists in Nigeria (or representing Nigeria abroad). 

Work has been done alongside the Nigeria-Britain Consultative Process.  The Academia/Education Sector of the NBCP comprises, on the British side, the Executive Committee of the CEC and, on the Nigerian side, a group led by Professor Joy Ogwu, Director-General, Nigerian Institute of International Affairs (NIIA).  The symposium is being held end-on with the next meeting of the Process, which is to be in London on July 21 and 22, 2003.  Professor Ogwu and her colleagues have produced a report for the NBCP, which will provide one of the basic documents for the symposium.

Main aims of the symposium

The event was proposed as a “platform” on which Nigeria could present its achievements, aims and needs to a sympathetic audience of informed and interested partners from the UK and the Commonwealth.  Hoped-for outcomes are some new exchanges/links between educational policy-makers and education professionals in the two countries; and some suggestions for action in the Commonwealth at large.

The main aims will be to:

· Promote a wider knowledge and appreciation of the achievements and challenges of education development in Nigeria and particularly of the country’s efforts to increase participation in schooling, along the lines of the Education for All plans;


· Assist Nigerian professionals and policy-makers to acquaint themselves with experiences, innovations and resources in the UK and the Commonwealth which may help them in meeting the present challenges of educational development;


· Help voluntary/professional bodies in the UK to understand better how they may usefully contribute and to help them identify appropriate Nigerian partners;


· Stimulate the flow of UK resources to Nigeria for the support of education and to promote the two-way movement of scholars and educational professionals;


· Appraise Nigeria’s place as (i) a major recipient of UK development assistance and (ii) an important Commonwealth market for education services.


To approach these aims effectively, it would be helpful for both Nigerian and British educationalists to have a shared understanding of the overall macro-economic and socio-political scene.  A background paper on this will be commissioned and made available to all participants.

Substance and structure of the symposium

Five main themes are suggested, to provide a focus for discussion and as priority areas for exchange of ideas and resources.  These are:

1. Education systems and the delivery of quality education (policy and implementation, linkages, financing and governance as they affect delivery, advocacy and monitoring by civil society).

2. Revitalising teaching (professionalisation, development, supply/demand,

retention and morale).

3. The challenges of providing instructional materials (design, development, production, processing and distribution, copyright problems).

4. ICT in the Nigerian education situation (open and distance learning, virtual library, supply and maintenance of equipment, role of the mass media, sustainability).

5. Scholarship without borders (institutional links and exchanges, brain drain, scholarships).

There will be a plenary session on each theme, with two speakers and general discussion, followed by workshops to allow greater depth of exploration and less formal interchange.  On one evening there will be a “Showcase”, in which Nigerians will tell British colleagues some of their success stories, e.g. work in nomadic education which might have lessons for traveller education in the UK.  At the end, there will be recommendations and suggestions to policy-makers, civil society and the Commonwealth (as appropriate).

Funding

The organisers are planning to raise funds to cover the costs of attendance for an equal number of Nigerian and UK participants, to be invited personally by CEC or on sponsors’ recommendation.  The costs for all will cover all conference expenses  and full board and accommodation at Lensbury, from dinner on July 17, 2003 to lunch on July 20, inclusive, as well as the travel expenses of invited Nigerian participants only.  Self-funding participants will be welcome from both countries.  The expected cost is likely to be £350.

This planned Symposium follows a highly successful event of a similar kind held in 1995 following South Africa’s attainment of majority rule and re-entry to the Commonwealth.

Nigeria, which is hold Federal Elections in April, will be host at the next Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, scheduled to take place in Abuja from December 5-8 2003.

Members of the Council who wish to be actively involved in planning for the Symposium should contact Professor Lalage Bown,  1 Dogpole Court, Dogpole, Shrewsbury SY1 1ES.  ‘Phonr: 01743  256155; Email: lalage.bown@amserve.net
Editorial Endpiece

2003 is a busy year for CEC:  two meetings in Parliament, three all-day meetings, a three day meeting on education in Nigeria, the 15th CCEM, CHOGM, and numerous meetings with other organisations concerned about education in and about the Commonwealth.  The officers would welcome offers of help from anyone who can spare a little time.  If you think you can be of assistance then contact the CEC Secretariat at the address below.

With this CEC News you will find a letter about nominations for the CEC Executive Committee.  If you know someone who would make a good Executive Committee member, do please consider putting them forward.  You can of course put yourself forward, you do not need a seconder.  

The Editor would be pleased to receive short items for inclusion in CEC News.  The next one will be published in July so items should reach the Editor, at the address below by  June 30th 2003. John May, Editor.
Council for Education in the Commonwealth, 
Commonwealth House, 
7 Lion Yard,
Tremadoc Road, 
London, SW4 7NQ
Telephone (020) 7498 1202
Email: secretariat@cecomm.org.uk
web-site: www.cecomm.org.uk
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