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Forthcoming Events

CEC has a number of events organised for 2003.  Arrangements for some are tentative at the moment.  Please put the dates below in your diary.

Tuesday 28th January 2003, House of Lords, Moses Room at 1700

Sir Edward George. Governor Bank of England and Chair  of the Bank of England’s Oversight Committee for the Commonwealth Education Fund, will talk on The Commonwealth Fund: its aims and plans for the future. A calling notice is enclosed with this Newsletter.

Thursday 27 February 2003, Royal Commonwealth Society, London

Joint Meeting with the Royal Commonwealth Society on “Educating about the Commonwealth”  This meeting will look at the future of education about the Commonwealth following the decision by  the Commonwealth Institute to close its education programme.  Further details will be sent out in the New Year. 

Tuesday 24th June 2003 Annual Conference.  The topic for the Annual Conference is likely to be the recruitment and migration of teachers in the Commonwealth.

The other events planned for 2003 and listed below, are at a more formative stage. 

The Annual Lecture.  It hoped to hold this in May. 

The role of English in the Commonwealth - A joint meeting with the English Speaking Union and the British Council is now planned for Autumn 2003

Symposium on Education in Nigeria – planned for early Autumn 2003

The links between Education and Trade – planned for Autumn 2003 

Commonwealth Conference of Education Ministers, Edinburgh   A CEC meeting is being planned for late October 2003

Commonwealth Consortium for Education

The Council for Education in the Commonwealth is one of twelve Commonwealth NGOs in the education sector which have agreed to co-ordinate their efforts on behalf of Commonwealth Education and have formed a lightly-structured Consortium for that purpose.  The Consortium is seeking formal accreditation which would entitle it to observer status at Conferences of Commonwealth Education Ministers (CCEMs) and to have accredited status at Commonwealth Heads of Governments Meetings (CHOGMs) -as CEC and most of the other Consortium members already have. 
The Consortium will be formally constituted at an inaugural conference in 2003, expected to be held on the eve of the Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers in Edinburgh in October (see separate news item).  The Chair of the interim Steering Group is Colin Power from the Commonwealth Association of Science, Technology and Mathematics Educators (CASTME), and former Deputy Director-General of UNESCO.  In his absence (he lives in Australia) his alternates from CASTME in the Steering Group chair have been Kabir Shaikh until his recent departure to take up the post of Director of Education at UNRWA in Amman and now Dennis Chisman.  Peter Williams from CEC is acting as secretary for the Steering Group and enquiries may be addressed to him.

Commonwealth Institute

Earlier this year the Commonwealth Institute decided on a change of direction in its work, which has hitherto focused on support for education and information about the Commonwealth, mainly for a UK audience, especially in schools.  The Institute’s decision has involved closing the Education Department, the public display facilities and most of the information services on the Kensington High Street site. 

In a statement issued in August in conjunction with the University of Cambridge, the Institute announced that it was in discussion with the University to establish a Centre for Commonwealth Education, to operate in close partnership with the Faculty of Education of the University.  The Centre would serve all Commonwealth countries and would focus on research and scholarship, enhancement of educational leadership and expertise in Commonwealth countries, and consultancy and project development.  Subject to the outcome of the discussions between the Institute and the University it was hoped that the Centre, led by an experienced Director of professorial status, might commence operations in the Autumn of 2003.

It is understood that some of the cultural collections held by the Institute would be transferred elsewhere in the UK, possibly to the new Empire and Commonwealth Museum in Bristol.  Ongoing research and development projects e.g. on education for citizenship are being transferred to other organisations.

Recently a Commonwealth Bill was presented to Parliament and completed its stages in the House of Commons and House of Lords which enabled the Commonwealth Institute (which gained its independence of Government a few years ago) to use its assets without restriction as to the purposes for which they must be held.  It is understood this may free up some of the capital assets, whose realisation may contribute to funding of e.g. the Centre in Cambridge.

The Council for Education in the Commonwealth has been following these developments closely.  Its main concerns are to ensure that the Commonwealth Institute’s work for education about the Commonwealth is taken up and promoted by other bodies, and that any new centre in Cambridge should not in any way usurp functions which properly belong to the education department of the Commonwealth Secretariat.

Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers, Edinburgh, 
October 2003

The United Kingdom will host the 15th Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers in Edinburgh from October 27th to 30th 2003.  The only previous occasion when Britain has been the host was in 1959 when the first conference in this series was held in Oxford (and prompted the foundation of the Council for Education in the Commonwealth that year).  The 14th Conference was held in Halifax Nova Scotia in November 2000 and issued the Halifax Statement on Education in the Commonwealth.

The theme of the Conference will be Closing the Gap: Access, Inclusion and Achievement.  CEC hopes and expects that, as in the case of the last two conferences it will be given accredited observer status at the Conference.  The Council’s branch in Scotland will play a major role in CEC’s involvement.

Parallel with the Conference will be a Symposium in which civil society organisations will be able to participate.  

The Council is in close touch with the organisers of CCEM in the Commonwealth Secretariat and the Scottish Executive Education Department in Edinburgh, and will also be holding discussions with the Symposium organisers to see what contribution from outside organisations would be most useful.  

In the New Year CEC intends to establish a small working party to plan its inputs to the Conference.  Interested members who feel they could usefully contribute to this process, and who can make the necessary time commitment, are invited to contact CEC’s Secretariat.

More information about the 15CCEM is available on the dedicated website www.15CCEM.com 

Education for All
The international campaign for Education for All (EFA), first launched at Jomtien in Thailand in 1990 and renewed at Dakar in April 2000, is intensifying.  The recent 2002 EFA Global Monitoring Report (Education for All: is the world on track?)  has shown, however, that the EFA targets, incorporated in the Millennium Development Goals, may be missed unless greater efforts are made nationally and internationally.  Amongst the countries that could miss the targets are the four most populous Commonwealth countries, Bangladesh, India, Nigeria and Pakistan.
The recently appointed Director of the EFA Global Monitoring Report Team is Professor Christopher Colclough, Fellow of the Institute of Development in  Sussex University (and Chair of the UK Forum for International Education and Training) who is on secondment from IDS.  His Deputy is Steve Packer, recently Deputy Education Adviser at DFID and before that at the Commonwealth Secretariat.
CEC’s 2002 Annual Lecture, delivered by Sir John Daniel the UNESCO Assistant Director-General for Education at the House of Lords in March, addressed the challenge of EFA to Commonwealth countries.  The text can be obtained from CEC’s website. (http://www.cecom.org.uk) . Hard copies will be available from the CEC Secretariat 

CEC was a partner of the United Kingdom Forum for International education and Training ( UKFIET) and the UK National Commission for UNESCO in organising one of six events sponsored by UK UNESCO on the six EFA goals proclaimed in Dakar.  Together the three organisations arranged a one-day seminar on EFA: the gender dimension at IDS on May 22, which was attended by nearly one hundred participants.  They considered in some detail the different challenges and strategies being adopted in the UK and in developing countries to address the gender dimension of education provision.  A report will be available in January, and CEC members should contact Peter Williams (peterrcwilliams@onetel.net.uk ), the Conference Rapporteur (who also represents CEC on the Education Committee of UK UNESCO) if they want a copy.

Symposium on Education in Nigeria
The Council is actively discussing with the authorities in Nigeria the possibility of holding a joint Symposium on education development in that country.  Recently members of the CEC Executive Committee called on the High Commissioner for Nigeria and had an hour-long meeting with the Federal Minister of Education and Youth Development, the Hon. Professor B A Borishade, at the Nigeria High Commission in London.  They provisionally agreed to plan for an event in London in the late summer/early Autumn of 2003, possibly with a follow-up in Nigeria at a later stage.
The aims of the Symposium, intended to lead to practical outcomes, would be:

· To promote a wider knowledge and appreciation of the achievements and challenges of education development in Nigeria;

· To stimulate exchange of educational ideas and experience, and new co-operative programmes, between Nigeria and the rest of the Commonwealth, particularly the UK, through the two-way flow of scholars, partnership projects and joint educational research;

· To assist Nigerian professionals and policy makers to acquaint themselves with innovations, experience and resources in the UK and other Commonwealth countries, useful for meeting development challenges;

· To help voluntary and professional bodies in the UK to understand better how they might contribute to Nigerian educational development and to identify appropriate partners.

In a closely related development the CEC has been invited to be the facilitator of education sector activities as part of the Nigeria Britain Consultative Process.  The Process involves dialogue between the civil society and private sectors in Nigeria and Britain, and was launched with a first session in London on July 1.  The Chair of the British side of the dialogue is Lord Waverley, and on the Nigerian side Chief Emeka Anyaoku, the former Commonwealth Secretary-General.  The Symposium that CEC is planning with Nigeria is thus expected to be one of a series of multi-sectoral encounters.

The planned Symposium follows a highly successful event of a similar kind held in 1995 following South Africa’s attainment of majority rule and re-entry to the Commonwealth.

Nigeria, which will hold Federal Elections in March, will be host at the next Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, scheduled to take place in Abuja from December 5-8 2003.

Members of the Council who wish to be actively involved in planning for the Symposium should contact Professor Lalage Bown (lalage.bown@amserve.net ).

Sierra Leone today and the role of Knowledge Aid

The following is an edited copy of a report by Geoffrey Hulme submitted to the CEC Executive Committee.

The wider scene

Over the last year Sierra Leone has made great strides towards peace and stability. Anxieties that were being expressed last year about a mini-Vietnam and UK “mission creep” proved unfounded.  With the help of the international community, law and order was extended over the whole country, weapons were turned in and free elections were held.  President Kabbah was re-elected with a large majority and the rebel movement (RUF), which had caused so much suffering, proved a spent force.

Even the visitor can see signs of improvement in the orderly processes at the airport, in the markets with more to sell, in the optimistic conversations one has with people who stayed through the war and people who have since returned, as well as with people in the international community.  There is of course an immense amount of continuing work: to rebuild and develop the infrastructure; to rehabilitate child soldiers and war disabled; to derive national benefit from the country’s important mineral resources; to restore and develop agriculture; to rebuild and develop the education system; and to train people in key roles (e.g. in the police and the military)  The list of necessary tasks is endless but the government has set sensible priorities.  Indispensable international aid is coming in.

Of course there are threats and continuing anxieties. There is a diminished but continuing threat from Charles Taylor, the dictator of neighbouring Liberia, and a continued, though reduced, UN presence will be necessary to prevent frontier incursions..

Traditional safeguards of Parliament and a free and lively press and institutions such as an independent audit service and Ombudsmen are supplemented by newer institutions-- such as the Anti-Corruption Commission and the supporting National Accountability Group, the Special Court for War Crimes, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and a wide range of civil society groups

Not all will succeed but there is a welcome readiness to test out new approaches.  There is also healthy criticism from younger people that the Government (which tends to be of our sort of age) has not gone far enough or fast enough in tackling corruption. But it has made a start.  One Minister has already been convicted and, though he got a light sentence, driven out of politics.  The judge who sentenced him was himself jailed for accepting gifts.

In a state committed to the rule of law, convincing evidence has to be marshalled and this can take time.  If corruption of varying degrees is endemic in a Department, clever and subtle methods have to be used and they cannot be advertised in the press.  Pressure needs to be maintained but combined with realism.  It is not for us who would claim no intellectual or moral superiority to tell Sierra Leoneans what to do-- but they are ready to accept help from their friends.

Cleaning up public life in Sierra Leone will take time as it has, for example in parts of Italy, in American cities and even Britain.  There is good prospect that progress will accelerate

Where Knowledge Aid fits in

Our contribution through Knowledge Aid is only a drop in the bucket of what Sierra Leone needs but it can, and we believe will, be a powerful drop, and one that is well worth adding to.  The concepts of the project have been widely and warmly welcomed and this was well expressed at its formal launching by the country’s Vice President, who was asked by President Kabbah to represent him in the latter’s absence in the USA..  He and the Minister of Education stressed both the potential value of the project and the importance they attached to its being derived from a long-term friendship between Eldred Jones and his Oxford contemporaries. There has been enthusiastic support from teachers and students as well as people in civil society groups whom we have told about it

The public-charitable partnership that we have developed promises to work well. Knowledge Aid Sierra Leone will operate as a semi-autonomous organisation with its own budget (managed within the financial procedures of Fourah Bay College).  It will act as the agent of the ministry for its part in the overall programme of the Ministry and will be supervised by the Management Board on which the Ministry and other partners are represented.  There will be complete transparency between Knowledge Aid UK and Knowledge Aid Sierra Leone. The latter will show potential donors where the money has been spent and what has been achieved, while the former shows what money has been raised and where it has gone.

Despite difficulties in  the Education Department, our friends have been able to put together a team in which we and they have confidence.  The task of building a library of teaching materials adapted to local needs would in any circumstances be challenging.  It is particularly so in a country where the practicalities of getting things done are so much more difficult.

There are temptations to hope for the best and when it does not turn up to give up.  But we believe that with help from their friends Knowledge Aid Sierra Leone will have the persistence and discipline to succeed.

Annual Conference 2002 

The Annual Conference is one of the main events in the CEC calendar.  It provides an opportunity to look at an issue in Commonwealth education in some depth.  This year we used the Annual Conference to start our preparations for the 15th Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers which takes place in Edinburgh next year.  

After a welcome from  David Green, Director-General, the British Council, participants were told by , Nancy Spence, Director Social Transformations  Programmes Division Education, Health and Gender Departments, Commonwealth Secretariat; and her colleagues in the Education Department,. of the progress that has been made since the 14th CCEM in Halifax .

The second half of the morning was devoted to looking at plans and proposals for the Edinburgh CCEM, led by Colin MacLean, Head of the Children and Young People Group in the Scottish Executive Education Department and head of the UK Planning Board for the 15th CCEM.

In the afternoon participants split into two groups for an in depth discussion of two of the issues highlighted in the Halifax Declaration

· Education to combat HIV/AIDS; facilitated by Marianne Haslegrove, Director of the Commonwealth Medical Trust and convenor Para 55.; and

· Commonwealth Values Education.: facilitated by, Olga Stanojlovic, Director of the Commonwealth Unit at the British Council.


The Annual Conference ended with a short talk on The Commonwealth Education Fund. by Kate Barker,  a member of the Bank of England Monetary Policy Committee, and of the Governor of the Bank of England’s Oversight Committee for the Commonwealth Education Fund.  Participants were keen to find out more about the Commonwealth Education Fund and a meeting has been arranged when the Governor of the Bank of England, Sir Edward George will address the CEC.  (See calling notice enclosed with this NewsLetter).

Lady Young of Farnworth and Dr Anastasios “Chris” Christodoulou

It is with sadness that we report the deaths of Lady Young and Chris Christodoulou.

Lady Young, who died on 6th September 2002, was one of the CEC’s Patrons.  She was known as an idealist who defended traditional family values.  Perhaps less well known is that she played rugby at school (the Dragon School, Oxford) and was a keen and competent cricketer.  Lady Young supported the CEC in many ways.

Chris Christodoulou, who died on 20th May 2002. was the previous chair of the CEC.  Chris left his post as founding secretary of the Open University in 1980 to become Secretary General of the Association of Commonwealth Universities.  He had numerous Commonwealth links including being secretary of the Commonwealth Scholarship Commission and the Marshall Scholarships and a governor of the Commonwealth of Learning.  In his role as chair of the CEC, Chris was greatly admired for his extensive knowledge of Commonwealth education and could always be relied on to offer good advice.  During Chris’ tenure as chair the CEC started on a period of restructuring and his considerable experience helped considerably.  When he stood down as chair he left the CEC in a strong position as a respected and influential Commonwealth education NGO.  . 

Editorial Endpiece

The Council for Education in the Commonwealth has a number of roles.  Perhaps the public face is represented by the open meetings, some of which are held in the Houses of Parliament.  This is however, only one of the many activities with which CEC is engaged.  CEC keeps a watching brief on matters that are of interest and concern in education in the Commonwealth.  Through our Parliamentarians we are able to bring salient issues to the attention of relevant Government bodies.  There is much more that we could do but the people at the centre of the activity are stretched already.  In several places in this Newsletter there is a request for members to get involved with the different activities.  For example if there are members with a particular interest in education in Nigeria, please get in touch.  We would also like to hear from members about other issues concerning Commonwealth education that you think we should be tackling.   

The Editor would be pleased to receive short items for inclusion in the Newsletter.  The next Newsletter will be published in February so items should reach the Editor, at the address below by January 31st 2003.  

Editor, John May

Council for Education in the Commonwealth, 
Commonwealth House, 
7 Lion Yard,  
Tremadoc Road, 
London, SW4 7NQ
Telephone (020) 7498 1202
Email: secretariat@cecomm.org.uk
web-site: www.cecomm.org.uk
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