L esson Thirty-eight
Were

Strong form: ws: '; weak form: wa'

The strong form is used for emphasis (e.g. ‘You were along
time') and for contrast (e.g. ‘what they were and what they

might have been’). The weak form is used elsewhere, / woa /
before consonants (e.g. ‘The papers were late’ / da 'peipaz wa
'lext /), / waer / before vowds (e.g. ‘ The questions were easy’ /
0o 'kwestfanz war 'i: z1 /).



