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west of the Devon/Dorset border, such as the Axe, the Otter, and the Exe.

The project’s fieldwork investigations have generated new information about 
the south-west region’s rivers, including their development during the 
Pleistocene and the ages of their deposits, and the ages of the stone 
artefact archaeology associated with them (see overleaf for more details).

The Palaeolithic of the South-West
Although the Palaeolithic archaeology of the south-west is often thought to 
be modest in comparison to other parts of southern England, this region 
actually includes a number of key sites (see the map overleaf), most notably 
a range of important cave sites (including Kent’s Cavern amongst others).

�Homo heidelbergensis was present in Britain during the Lower 
Palaeolithic (c. 700,000–250,000 years ago), and although they relied upon 
a small range of tools (including stone handaxes) they were skillful hunters.
�Homo neanderthalensis (the Neanderthals) were present in Britain during 
the Middle Palaeolithic (c. 250,000–40,000 years ago). They too were 
skilled hunters and mainly reliant upon stone tool technologies, but they 
also introduced new tool types and new tool-making techniques.

A Very Brief Introduction to the British Lower and Middle Palaeolithic
The British Lower and Middle Palaeolithic periods are characterised by 
hunter-gatherer lifestyles, stone tool technologies, and a Pleistocene climate 
that cycled between cold (glacial) and warm (interglacial) periods. Two types 
of hominins (this term includes both modern humans and pre-modern 
humans) lived in Britain during the Lower and Middle Palaeolithic periods:

The Palaeolithic Rivers of South-West Britain Project

For further information, please visit the project website at: 
http://www.rdg.ac.uk/palaeorivers

The Palaeolithic Rivers of South-West 
Britain (PRoSWeB) project
The PRoSWeB project was set up to 
investigate the Lower and Middle 
Palaeolithic archaeology (c. 700,000–
40,000 years ago) of the south-west 
region, particularly the stone artefacts 
associated with the Ice Age (Pleistocene)  
sands and gravels of the rivers to the
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